STATE OF NEW JERSEY
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW

I/M/O the Petition of New Jersey Natural Gas
Company For Approval of an Increase in Gas
Base Rates and for Changes in its Tariff For
Gas Service Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-21

and N.J.S.A. 48:2-21.1; and For Changes to
Depreciation Rates For Gas Property Pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 48:2-18

I/M/O the Petition of New Jersey Natural Gas
Company For Approval of a Base Rate
Adjustment Pursuant to the NJ RISE and
SAFE II Programs
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BPU Docket No. GR21030679
OAL Docket Nos.
PUC 04111-20218
PUC 04342-2021S

BPU Docket No. GR21030680
OAL Docket Nos.
PUC 04113-2021S
PUC 04341-2021S

MOTION FOR PARTICIPANT STATUS BY
NEW JERSEY UTILITY SHAREHOLDERS ASSOCIATION

The New Jersey Utility Shareholders Association (hereafter “NJUSA”) hereby moves for
participant status in this matter.! As a participant, NJUSA does not seek the opportunity to file
testimony, engage in discovery, cross-examination or oral argument, or participate in settlement
discussions. Rather, NJUSA’s participation would be limited to the filing of a brief on the merits
after the conclusion of the evidentiary hearings. NJUSA proposes to file its brief at the same
time as Petitioner files its opening brief, so that Rate Counsel and any other interested intervenor

or participant would have the opportunity to address NJUSA’s brief at the same time they

address Petitioner’s brief.

I Pending before the Court is a request from the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (hereinafter
“Board”) to consolidate the above-captioned matters. Because a decision on that request has not

yet been rendered, NJUSA respectfully files this motion bearing both docketed cases.



In support of this motion, NJUSA states as follows.

NJUSA is a nonprofit corporation whose members are retail shareholders of New Jersey
investor-owned utilities who reside in New Jersey and have an interest in public policy issues
that affect utilities and their shareholders. The mission of NJUSA is to serve and represent the
interests of its members and other retail shareholders of investor-owned public utilities operating
in the State of New Jersey, including being a conduit through which member shareholders can be
informed about and participate in the legislative and regulatory processes on matters affecting
utilities. More details regarding NJUSA are set forth in the certification of NJUSA’s President,
Karen D. Alexander, that accompanies this motion.

Utility shareholders play an important part in ensuring that ut'ilities have the financial
resources to allow them to continue to provide safe and reliable service and construct critical
utility infrastructure, such as the Southern Reliability Link (“SRL”) Pipeline. If utilities are
going to continue to play that role, their shareholders must be incentivized to make these
investments because of the opportunity to earn a fair return on their investments; otherwise they
will invest in other more attractive options.

With respect to the SRL specifically, its construction is the corerstone to enabling
reliable delivery of natural gas to New Jersey Natural Gas (hereinafter “NJNG™) customers in the
future. It complements the ongoing investments NJNG has been making for many years to
replace aging infrastructure. New pipelines are not only more reliable, they also release
significantly lower levels of methane gas which enhances both safe operations and the
minimization of environmental impacts. Reliability and safety are important to NJUSA because
its members are not only utility shareholders, they are also New Jersey residents. Through the

members of NJUSA, public policy decisions can be better informed about the role played by



utility investors in ensuring safe and reliable utility service — now and in the future. NJUSA
therefore seeks participant status in this proceeding in order to address these issues regarding
investment and cost recovery for major new pipeline investments.

The standards for participation in this proceeding are set forth in N.J.A.C. 1:1-16.6.
Specifically, any person with a significant interest in the outcome of a case may move to
participate. N.J.A.C. 1:1-16.6(a). As a membership organization, NJUSA exists to advance the
interests of its members, which interests are both directly and indirectly affected by the
resolution of the issues identified above. A reasonable determination of these issues is important
not only for the Petitioner, but also for other investor-owned utilities who may be similarly
affected by the resolution of these issues, and ultimately for the investors who, in helping to
provide the capital needed for the Petitioner and other utilities to meet their statutory mandate to
provide safe and reliable service, expect a reasonable return on their investment.

Once the significant interest test is met, participation is freely granted so long as such
participation will not cause undue delay or confusion. N.JLA.C. 1:1-16.6(b). In that regard,
NJUSA notes that its motion is consistent with the draft procedural schedule that has been
proposed. NJUSA proposes to comply with the briefing schedule, and hence its participation
will not cause undue delay or confusion in this proceeding. As noted above, NJUSA is not
seeking to interject any new issues into the case — only to comment on behalf of its members on
certain of the issues that may separately be determined to be part of the case.

This is the fourth base rate case for which NJUSA has sought participant status. Its
motions to participate in New Jersey Natural Gas Company’s base rate cases in 2016 and 2019

and New Jersey American Water’s base rate case in 2018 were all granted.



Assuming participant status is granted, the following individuals should be added to the
service list in this matter.

James H. Laskey

Laura M. Miller

Norris McLaughlin, P.A.

400 Crossing Blvd, 8 Floor
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807
908-722-0700 (phone)
908-722-0755 (fax)
jlaskey(@norris-law.com
lmiller@norris-law.com

and

Karen D. Alexander

President, New Jersey Utility Shareholders Association
117 North Church Street

Moorestown, New Jersey 08057

856-840-4187 (phone)

kalexander(@njusa.us




CONCLUSION

For the reasons set forth above, NJUSA respectfully requests that its Motion for
Participant Status be granted.

Respectfully submitted,
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JamesH. Laskey

Norris McLaughlin, P.A.

400 Crossing Boulevard, 8" Floor

Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807

908-722-0700 (phone)

jlaskey(@norris-law.com

Attorneys for New Jersey Utility Shareholders Association

June 16, 2021



Certification of Service

I hereby certify that I have this 16th day of June, 2021, served by electronic mail a copy

of the foregoing Motion for Participant Statusgl arties set forth on the attached service lists.

%\: NN
James H. Laskey
Norris McLaughlini P.A.

400 Crossing Boulevard, 8™ Floor
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807
908-722-0700 (phone)
jlaskey@norris-law.com
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